
To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Thomas Borden[Tom.Borden@nbep.org] 
Lyons, Regina[Lyons.Regina@epa.gov] 
Whittle, Caitlyn 
Fri 10/28/2016 4:38:24 PM 
FW: The State of Our Watershed 
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From: Nelson, Eric 
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2016 8:05AM 
To: Whittle, Caitlyn <Whittle.Caitlyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: The State of Our Watershed 
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From: Whittle, Caitlyn 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 1 :40 PM 
To: Liebman, Matt 
Guza-Pabst, Olga 
Jacqueline 

Cc: Lyons, Regina 
Subject: RE: The State of Our Watershed 
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From: Whittle, Caitlyn 
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2016 1:58PM 
To: Liebman, Matt 
Guza-Pabst, Olga 
Jacqueline 

Cc: Lyons, Regina 
Subject: FW: The State of Our Watershed 
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From: Thomas Borden l"'-'-"''~~~--=-'·-"-'=~===:.r-'--"'-'--I::>J 
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2016 3:27PM 
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Comeau, Christine 
="~'-"=~=-=="''"='"~' Fulweiler, Robinson W 

Thomas Borden 
Subject: The State of Our Watershed 

Good afternoon members of our Steering Committee, our Science Advisory Committee, 
and various partners that helped in this effort, 

I am very pleased to let you know that we have completed a final draft of The State of 
Our Watershed and an accompanying draft Technical Report. 

Many thanks goes out to the vast array of partners that help develop these documents. 
Please take a look at the acknowledgement section to see how many organizations and 
individuals contributed to these drafts. We are very grateful and appreciate the support 
we received in developing these reports from those that provided data, those who 
shared research results, and those who provided comments on draft documents. Your 
assistance and suggestions have helped shape these documents. 

We are seeking your input to finalize these draft documents as follows: 

1. For our Steering Committee- we ask that you provide comments on The State of 
Our Watershed by October 28!!! 

2. For our Science Advisory Committee- we ask that you provide comments on The 
State of Our Watershed Technical Report as well as The State of Our Watershed by 
October 28!!! (please focus on the sections within your respective subgroups as listed 
below) 

We have created a FTP site because the documents are quite large and this will also 
allow you to upload and see comments. Attached are FTP site instructions. 
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After your review and comments we will also provide an opportunity for public review 
before finalizing these documents. 

Here is a quick overview of both documents and how we got here. The State of Our 
Watershed is an 80 page document that is designed to allow the public to examine 
numerous issues through text, maps, photos, illustrations, and graphics. For those that 
have been helping with the report, you have not seen most of this document as it is a 
summary of the technical analysis. 

The document is organized by topics: 

Chapter 1: People & Places (Beaches, Boating and Swimming, Shellfishing, Open 
Space, Population, Land Use, Developed Lands, and Wastewater) 

Chapter 2: Plants, Animals, & Habitats (Bay Habitat including Seagrass, Salt Marsh, 
and Benthic Habitat; Streams including Stream Invertebrates, Freshwater Fish, and 
Water Quality for Aquatic Life); and Bay Waters including Water Quality, Oxygen, 
Nutrients, Chlorophyll, Water Clarity and Toxins) 

Chapter 3: A Changing Climate (Changes in the Watershed including Temperature 
and Precipitation and Changes in the Bay (Sea Level and Fish Communities) 

The State of Our Watershed summarizes the major findings of the Technical Report so 
we welcome your thoughts and suggestions on ways to improve the report and to 
provide clarity for some of the issues that can be quite complicated. It is important to 
note that we have budgeted to display these issues using storymaps on our website 
next year using photos and maps where you can zoom in to your neighborhood. This 
way we can take the results and provide them in both a static report and more 
interactive website. 

The State of Our Watershed Technical Report is 360 pages of analysis on the issues 
listed above. Each issue has a separate report where the background, method, and 
findings of the status and trends are detailed. The development of this report involved a 
host of meetings since our Request for Input document of September, 2014 seeping out 
the indicators to examine and our quality assurance project plan in April of 2015. 
Numerous meetings of the Science Advisory Committee, topical groups of experts, and 
individual meetings with practitioners allowed us to gather ideas, data, and findings. 
Draft reports were developed over the past six months and we are grateful for all the 
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suggestions and comments on those drafts. We updated all of the sections and 
incorporated updated text, tables and figures into this September 2nd draft. 

For the Science Advisory Committee members and any other that would like to review 
The State of Our Watershed Technical Report, we welcome your comments and 
suggestions and will update this document through this review process. The 
Committee's subgroupings are listed here: Estuarine Waters: Tim Gleason, Reza 
Hashemi, John King, Susan Kiernan, Candace Oviatt, Warren Prell, Bob Stankelis, 
Jamie Vaudrey; Fresh Waters: Tim Gleason, Kimberly Groff, Susan Kiernan, Paul 
Mathisen, Paula Rees; Watershed Lands: Kimberly Groff, Robert Johnston; Human 
Health: David Bidwell, Mark Cantwell, Robert Johnston, Alicia Timme-Laragy; Climate 
Change: David Bidwell, Reza Hashemi, John King, Candace Oviatt, Warren Prell, and 
Alicia Timme-Laragy. 

The State of Our Watershed and the Technical Report are found on the FTP site. 
Please use the attached instructions. Please let me know if you have any difficulties 
obtaining the documents. 

For your comments, we ask that you either mark up the PDF or provide a word 
document with comments referencing specific sections. There is a "Comments" folder 
on the FTP site where you can upload your comments and suggestions. 

Lastly, our September 21st Steering Committee meeting (10:30 am here at our office in 
Providence in Room 300) will include a presentation and an opportunity to discuss the 
draft report. Science Advisory Committee members are encouraged to attend. Many 
thanks goes out again for all of your help in developing this report. We look forward to 
your suggestions and comments and please do not hesitate to ask should you have any 
questions. 

Enjoy the weekend, 

Tom 
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